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Statement 
 
I make furniture as a surrogate for all objects. Reproductions now meant to act as 

artifacts; still-lifes that heighten our awareness about the things that we might normally 

take for granted. The furniture is staged, operating as a vocabulary of non-verbal 

symbols, which questions the audience’s understanding of the manufactured artifact and 

the loss of our senses in contemporary society. Industry and culture have led us to a 

point in history where the vessel itself disappears, and it is assumed that what we are 

using operates under an understood utility. It is so veiled in the history of the vessel that 

we don’t really see what is right in front of us.    

Association or referential thought patterns occur constantly as we try to make sense of 

the world around us and we view everything against something we have already seen or 

experienced. I seek to create a novel experience from the re-fabrication of objects that 

exist in everyday life. Though valorization of a commonplace thing, experience ties the 

physical thing to a history of use, making objects that are used more valuable through 

this association.    

In terms of need for the functionality the design world and industrial production have 

moved far beyond the pure necessity of the handmade object. With the paper coffee 

cup, the disposable, utility is the primary goal; after the service is performed and the 

thing is discarded. The clay object is used and reused allowing a personal relationship to 

form between the user and the object, the maker and the user. My work is meant to 

reconnect us with the haptic; the tacit knowledge of the physical. I want the user to be 

thinking of a place beyond the gallery; I want my sculpture to bring greater awareness to 

the constructed world around us. 


